
Homily Notes for Sunday, July 10, 2022   15th in O. T. C 
Readings: Deut. 30:10-14, Col 1:15-20, Luke 10:25-37 

 

1. Summary: These readings deal with the questions, “What must I do to be saved?” and “Who is my 
neighbor?” We know that the answer is obeying the two great commandments. We must love both 
God and our neighbor. This morning I want to use this story to clarify what it means to be “free” in a 
godly sense, free to love God and to love our neighbor. 

2. Scripture lessons:  

In the first reading Moses points out to the people that we must “keep his commandments and 
statutes”, and that it is not difficult, “it is very near to you, already in your mouths and in your 
hearts; you have only to carry it out. In the Gospel, the scholar of the law knew exactly the words,  

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 

The problem is carrying it out. First, who is our neighbor? Not just of our family, our community, or 
our nation, but anyone who is in the need of mercy. 

But the other problem is, “How free are we to carry it out?” What really is Christian freedom? 

3. The Second Reading speaks of the greatness of Christ. It shows why we really want to be free to 
obey Him! 

4. The issue of Christian freedom is set forth by St. Paul in Romans 6:16-23. 

“Do you not know that if you present yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, o of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness/ But thanks be to God that, although you were once slaves of sin, you have 
become obedient from the heart to the pattern of teaching to which you were entrusted. Freed 
from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness…for when you were slaves of sin, you were 
free from righteousness. But what profit did you get then from the things of which you are 
now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But not that you have been freed from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the benefit that you have leads to sanctification and its end is 
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

5. Let’s evaluate the parable. Why was the injured man foolish? He was apparently travelling a 
dangerous road alone. He put himself in this situation without travelling in a caravan of people. 

6. Why didn’t the priest stop? He probably was travelling up to Jerusalem to take up his turn serving 
in the temple. He knew that if he touched a dead man, he would be unclean for seven days. He set 
the claims of ceremony above those of charity. The Temple and its liturgy meant more to him than 
the pain of a man. 

7. What about the Levites? He could have been concerned about the ritual uncleanness, but he could 
also have been concerned about danger. Bandits would use decoys. Once someone tried to help, they 
would attack. The Levite was a man whose motto was, “Safety first.” He would take no risks to help 
anyone else. 



8. The Samaritan. The Jews had no dealings with the Samaritan at all, but this man seems to be a 
commercial traveler who was a regular visitor to the inn. Two things, His credit was good, and he 
alone was prepared to help. A heretic he may have been, but the love of God was in his heart. It is no 
new experience to find that the very religious are more interested in dogmas and ideas than in help, 
and to find the person the orthodox despises to be the one who loves his fellowman. In the end we 
will be judged not by the creed we hold but by the life we live. 

9. And what was Jesus’s conclusion. The one who treated the injured man with mercy was the one 
fulfilling the requirements to gain eternal life. 

10. But today, let us evaluate that problem of freedom, and see how free we really are. 

What dominated the priest? He was a slave of his ceremonial service, and maybe of the money that 
service would bring him. Because of this “slavery”, was he free to help? 

How about the Levite? Maybe he was afraid? Maybe he didn’t want to get dirty. Maybe he had no 
resources to help? What enslavement kept him from stopping? This concerns many of us, does it not? 
Isn’t this dangerous? Am I putting myself and my family at risk? When I was broken down on the 
road near Abilene for five hours in the sun, who stopped to help? No suburban housewives? Not one 
who looked like a professional in an office. Rather, two Hispanics who didn’t speak English checked 
in on me and several tradesmen. Fortunately, I had AAA, extra water and a cell phone, so after five 
hours I had a tow back to Lubbock. 

11. But freedom. St. Paul seems to offer only two alternatives. Slavery to sin and slavery to 
righteousness. Don’t we want to believe we can be really free, not under obligation either to sin or to 
righteousness, but free to decide each time. See the posters. But is there really freedom without 
absolute commitment to something? When we consider ourselves free to decide for ourselves, not 
making any reference to God and His laws, what happens? And if we make bad, immoral, sinful 
decisions are we becoming more or less free? Examples. See the display in the electronic copies. 

12. In conclusion, I would submit to you that we must decide, absolutely, who we will serve. If we 
decide to place ourselves absolutely under God’s control, then are we not always free to do the good? 
But if we choose sin? What road does that take us down? For how long would we be able to respond 
to God? May we always be free to respond to need with mercy! This would be the way of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Three questions: 

1. What one action or decision should I offer up to God at the offering? 
2. What one thing do I get today to help me become that better-version-of-myself? 
3. What are the values I need to get out of this Mass to build a Christian culture in my family? 

What are the values we parents need to teach our children? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There are three placards representing three different ways to look at our situation. 

Being a slave of Jesus Christ 

Serve righteousness. 

I am free to do the good. 

 

Rom 6:16-23 

The American Alternative 

I am not a slave of anybody 
nor to anything.  

I am always free to do 
whatever I want. 

Satanic Bible 

Being a slave of sin 

Serve evil 

I am free to do sin, evil. 

 

Rom 6:16-23 

 

Let us be clear, if I am a slave to something, I have to obey it and it alone. If a slave to Jesus, I will 
always do the will of God. If a slave to sin, I will always do the bad, the evil or will of the Devil. 

But people today don’t believe the first two. They want the American Alternative in which I 
believe that I can be completely free, the slave to nothing. I can do whatever I want. Is this true. 
What happens in real life? Four examples: 

1. Children disobeying parents: They want me to obey, and the commandment tells me to obey 
but I don’t want to. Plus, they are dinosaurs and don’t understand us. So I will: 
a. Lie about what I am doing in order to be able to do it. 
b. When found out, I lose trust and no one will believe me. 
c. Plus, I have developed a habit of lying which may well lead me into more and bigger lies. 
d. Plus, I may have developed a habit of rebelliousness which affects all my life. 

How free am I? Or am I enslaved to this bad behavior and its consequences. 

2. Hence, later when dating, I want to go out along, especially when I can drive a car. I ask my 
parents, “Why, don’t you trust me?” If we let the kids go out alone, with a car, without time 
limits and accountability, what probably happens?  Intimacy, perhaps premarital sex, perhaps 
pregnancy and a possible life as a mother without the support of a husband or an abortion. 
a. Plus, premarital sex leads to about 85% breakup of relationships. 
b. Plus, if I marry someone and we both have not been able to control our sexuality, what 

confidence can I have of faithfulness when my husband/wife have to go one first long 
business trip?  

c. With this history, can we have a relationship of trust or security? 
3. Concerning drinking alcohol:  Example of student at a local high school a number of years ago. 

Member of sports team. Group would go out driving and drinking after games on weekend. 
Parents must teach children, if this situation shows up, demand to be taken home or let out of 
car. I recommend we tell our kids we will come and pick them up without questions if needed. 
It happened in this one situation that the driver continued drunk until rolling the car at 120 
mph at 4:00 a.m. Two students with spinal cord injuries. Permanently disabled. Can be sorry, 
can be repentant, cannot be healed. Problems, health issues, and costs all of life. 

4. Money, misuse of credit cards and debt. Many youth spend up multiple credit cards or debt 
until in trouble. Have to work for years to pay it off. What does this keep you from doing? If 
one saves $200/month for 40 years, one has saved $96,000 but should have over $1 million in 



the bank, having taken advantage of the power of compounding. Early debt lost chance to be 
millionaire at age 65. 

Each of these examples show how doing something wrong may give some apparent short-term 
benefit, but prevents on from have a much greater long-term good. Hence, the American 
Alternative is false, especially because if one is not committed to God’s way of doing things, 
sooner or later sin will sneak in and destroy a part of your life. Step on the middle alternative, it is 
a lie. 

In a later homily we will look at studies that show the benefits of being able to sacrifice and put 
some things off for a while, in order to gain a much greater benefit, that is “delayed gratification.” 


